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Abstract 

Product development efficiency and effectiveness is depending on a process being well executed. The actions of 
individuals included in the processes are influenced by the ethical and moral orientations that have been selected by 
each individual, whether this selection is conscious or not. This paper describes different ethical choices and the 
expected effect they may have on the development process exemplified by the product integration process for 
software products. The different frameworks analyzed are utilitarianism, rights ethics, duty ethics, virtue ethics and 
ethical egoism. Our conclusion is that the adherence to specific moral frameworks simplifies the alignment of 
actions to the practices described in product development models and standards and supports through this a more 
successful execution of product development projects. This conclusion is also confirmed through a comparison 
between the different directions and several codes of ethics for engineers issued by organizations such as IEEE as 
these combine features from several of the ethical directions. 
 


